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By TED LEWIS ’
i Washingfon, Oct, 10—Pregident Kennedy showed at
-his press conferesnce yesterday that he thinks it is wholly
unjustified to eriticize the way his Central Intelligence.
Agency feum is operating in messed-up South Viet Nam.
Vs & darn good team, the President waid, in effent. It follows’
poliey established in the front office and husg 8 most reliable man-
arer i Jdokn McCone, the CIA director, If there is any backbiting
sy on with the U.8. military )
an diplomutic teama in the Sai-
ror league, it s among the lower
echiclons that failed to get the |
policy signals from those calling I}
the pfays,

Thizx iz all a ittle like what
Ralph Huuk, manager of the New i
Yairh Yunkees, had te say after
nis team jost the World Series in
four sivairht, The lingo 18 not the
Cstine, but ench expressed the
saime imperishable  thougrht,

Sovs Houk: “1 don’t think that
there is anything to be ashamed
al, in spite of some of the things
I have heard, and the things I
know we're gonna hear.”

Wredit Houh  quotes  to
Diek Voung of TieE NEws in
lits Young ldeas column, Oct.
Tl

i
; Says Kennedy: “While the CTA
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"rray have made mistakes, as we
i all do on different cecasiong—and 1
_ it has muny successes which may |t
1o unhernlded — it is unfair to, s=—sin
j charge them as they have leen
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John McCona.
The team is always right

La good job "

[ tCredit JFK at his news conference.) ‘

! Ag llouk snd Kennedy appear to react about the same way
i to the nuise in the Lleachers, they cught to get together and eoii-
s ware notes, They both have the same kind of innate loyalty te
S wialever team is under their command snd eonsider any gour
ceracks a personal afTront. K

: Their two clubs are playing in different and distant leagues,
»hut their problesas are about the same, Both teams outwardly have
woeked sovr in the Jast big series. Bad fan reaction wus almost
inevitable because of the size of the money bags held by the front
caffices, Houl shauld have been able to field the perfect basclall
{team for the very good reason he could outbid all others for talent.
i Sirilarly, Kennedy's CIA, with $700 millions to apend each year,
rwas counted o to have the best players in the spy game thai a
;capitalistic society could produce, :

The Lineups Failed to Deliver

Ro why shouldn't there be yelps because two teams, one in the
Naigon league, the other in the American, failed to deliver 10¢+,
with lineups only big money can buy? ’

Hunk and Kennedy are clearly a little sensitive
: Not apologetic exa

on this score,
ctly, but they have gone out of their way to shew

j They ave proud of their boys, even if, as the President says, they
..... Re s ciike now and then, zs who doesn't?

~hee manager, however, has been a little more vhilosoph-
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et iis ball team than Kennedy is_about hie spy team. As
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Houk has said:” “Somebody has gotta lose; somebody has got to win*

Kennedy only allows that after “laoking through the recuid
over the last nine months,” he became convinced that the CIA (eam
was playing the best it could and definitely obeying the signals trans
mitted from the bench-—the Nulional Security Council.

It i= good to find this sort of avirit among higshot team exren-
tives, Especially ss both ¥ouk and Kennedy in public statements
stand behind any player singled out for Bronx cheers frem the

stands, .
Weas o Ball Lost in the Viet Nam Sun?

For those who get a little offhase in & cruecis) #erien, ench han
provided that samie gencrous unacrstanding. Joe Pepitone lost that
ball against the white shirts in the Los Angeles stand, and with it
the Yankeen lost the World Series. DBut Houk was equal to the
occasion. .

“You couldn’t fault & player for it,” said Houk.

The captain of JFK's CIA team in Viet Nam. John Hammand |
Richaydson. had trouble with his perspective in the Snigon series,
especially after new U. 8, Ambassador Henry Cnhot Lodge teok
charge of all key plays, )

Kennedy js not, if he -can help {t, going to have Richardson
charged with &n error—at least on the officinl scorehorrd. On the:
contrary, team captain Richardson, in the Presidents opinion, has
enly been following instructions to the letter. Moreover, “he is &
very dedicated public servant.”

To Manager Houk's credit, however, he wns honest encugh to -
admit eandidly that Pepitone had to be charged with an error even

if the voung first Liaseman conldn't &ce the ball. But in walities at
the White House level, it is axjomatic that vou never admit an error
by anyone on your team. The proper method is to praise him, then
fire ar transfer him, ’ )

The Yankee Fellow Had Better Luck

Pepitone, of course, will remain with the Yankees, but Richard-
son already had been thumbed off the CTA team in Saigon when the
I'vesident praised him.  He was ordered home “for econsuitation® Jast
Friday brenuse he had “lost his cover,” This ix different fram Jowring’

4@ ball It is spy agency lingo which means that when a CIA agent's.

name and street address become krown, his effeetiveness in the area
is considercd lost, i i
Richardsan's cover was the American Embnsey in Salgon, where
ostensibly he had the job of first recretary snd wagr therefore a State:
Department Official,  Actually, he was the CIA chief and on the’
spy ageney’s payroll, ]
Richardron, vnlike Pepitane, cannct give cut to the public with'
an explanation a8 to why he ran intelligence operationa the way he
Jdid.  Everything in the spy agency ic g0 huch-hurh that he canpot
rpeak up like & normal Ameriean citiven when ceriticized. Mot even
to eay, ae Pepitond' did, that ANl T e - koo wag epote” - <0
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